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Module Aims 
 
This module aims to enhance students’ practice by providing them with the required 
knowledge of pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, medicines management and evidence base 
underpinning drug therapies for competent practice. 
 

 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Demonstrate a competent knowledge of pharmacology and pharmacokinetics and 
its application in the students’ areas of practice; 

2. Critically examine the use of pharmacological interventions from a legal and 
ethical perspective 

3. Critically reflect upon theories, research and principles underpinning medicines 
management and drug administration; 

4. Critically debate the rationale for pharmacological care strategies for patients; 
5. Competently assess, plan, implement and evaluate interventions based on a 

systematically acquired knowledge of pharmacological interventions; 
 
 
Key skills for employability 
 

 Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in the practice context;  
 Make decisions in complex practice situations; 
 Communicate information to specialist and non-specialist audiences; 
 Demonstrate competency in word processing and the presentation of data; 
 Demonstrate competence in the use of libraries, databases and the internet to 

identify and subsequently use scholarly reviews and primary sources such as 
refereed research and original material relevant to the subject being studied; 

 Manage their own learning. 
 

 
 
Assessment:  
 
Module outcomes are assessed by an examination in two parts:  
 
 
Part 1) An unseen short answer paper which examines the student’s knowledge and 
understanding of legal issues concerning prescribing and of their knowledge of 
pharmacology and pharmacokinetics.   
 
Part 2) A seen paper (given one week prior to the examination) from which students must 
select 2 from 6 clinical scenarios around which to prepare an essay outlining the nursing 
management of the patient receiving drug therapy(ies). The student will be expected to use 
current research evidence to justify their proposed management strategy. Both sections must 
be passed for the student to pass overall. 
 
 



Assessme
nt number  
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Outcomes 
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assessment*** 
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exam) 
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appropriate
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1 
 

 Examination 50% 1 hour  

 
2 
 

 Examination 50%  
1 hour 

 

 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

A flexible learning approach will be adopted that incorporates: A series of lead lectures with 
student presentations and small group tutorials. Problem-based learning will be used. 
Directed learning using library resources will be promoted and classroom based learning will 
be supported through the use of the University’s VLE 

 
 

 

Syllabus outline: 

Medicines management, Drugs accountability/legal and ethical context, Pharmacology and 
pharmacokinetics, Drug calculations, Absorption, metabolism and excretion of drugs, 
Cardiovascular drugs, Respiratory drugs, Drugs for the nervous system, Steroids, 
Analgesics, Antibiotics, Antiemetics, Diuretics, Anti-diabetic medications.  
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